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But be turned and reluled them, end ſaid, Ye Tok not 
what manner of ſpirit ye are of. - For the Scu of Man 
is not come lo defiroy men's li. ves, but to fave them. 

And they went 10 another village, | ; 


_—_ manifeſt deſign of our Church, in ſclecting 
this portion of ſacted hiſtory for the goſpel 
of this day's: ſervice, was to, expoſe the evil of a 
blind and intemperate zeal, under whatever ſpecious 
pretences it may be diſguiſed... The ſtory is ſtrik- 
ingly adapted to this end. Our. Lord, on his jour- 
ney.to Jeruſalem to worſhip at the feaſt of the Paſlo- 
ver, had requeſted refreſhment for himſelf and his 
followers, at a village of the Samaritans, which 
they had inhoſpitably refuſed, merely ſrom their 
hatred to the Jews, and becauſe they perceived the 
object of our Lord's journey was to countenance 
the Jewiſh place and mode of worſhip by his own 
example. Such an indignity to their Lord and 
Maſter,, proceediog from a ſet of Samaritan Schiſ- 
maticks, excited in the two Diſciples, James and 


A 2: John, 


4) 


John, ſucha ſpiritof reſentment, that they regard this 
inſolent treatment as juſtly meriting the moſt exem- 
plary puniſhment—aad in the warmth of their in- 
dignation they propoſe to Jeſus—Lord, wilt thou 
that we call down fire from beaven and conſume them— 
even as Elias did? Not being aware on this occa- 

ſion, how greatly the prejudices of their education, 
together with a ſpirit of pride and paſſion, and a 
defire of temporal power, were combined with re- 
ſpe& to their Maſter, in dictating this propoſal ;— 
nor yet ſufficiently inſtructed how unſuitable the 
authorizing of ſuch a miracle of vengeance would be 
to the merciful character of Jeſus, and to that diſpen- 
ſation of peace and univerſal good-will towards men, | 
which he came to eſtabliſh. For their correction 
therefore, and better inſtruction in the knowledge 
of themſelves, and of the religion they were ap- 
pointed to promulgate—Jeſus ſharply rebuked then 
and ſaid, Ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of. 
For the Son of Man is not come to "OP men's — 
but to ſave them. | 


It would be for the honour of our holy religion, 
and of human nature, if the bigatted, intolerant 
and miſguided ſpirit, which, on this particular oc- 
caſion, actuated the two Diſciples of Chriſt, had 
never again taken place in the breaſts of his pro- 
ſeſſed followers— But its baneful effects have, alas, 
bern too . in every age; and hence have 
| 5 reſulted 


($5 Y 


reſulted innumerable crimes and miſchiefs to ſo- 


ciety, which have reflected the deepeſt diſhonour 


upon the God of Heaven, in whoſe merciful and 


holy name they have been perpetrated. 


During our Saviour's abode upon earth, we ſee 
the vehement and implacable animoſities produced 
by this temper, between the Jews and their neigh- 
bours the Samaritans, even to the extinction of all 
ſocial affections, and to the excluſion of every de- 
gree of civil intercourſe between eachother, And our 
Lord warned his Diſciples at his departure, that 


from the ſame ſpirit of religious bigotry, the moſt 


cruel perſecutions would not only be ſet on foot 
againſt them, but even be eſteemed a meritorious 
ſervice to God. (a) Theſe things I have ſpoken unto 
you, that ye ſhould not be offended. —T hey fhall put 
you out of the Synagogues ; yea, the time cometh, that 
whoſoever killeth you, will think be doeth God ſervice. 


And theſe things will they do unto you, — they have 
not known the Father nor me. 


And to this blind attachment to the cuſtoms and 
tradicions of their forefathers, under the name of 


religion, the Apoſtle St. Paul attributes that oppo- 
ſition of his countrymen to the way of righteouſ- 
neſs and ſalvation by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, which 
at PIR cauſed the final rejection of their nation. 
Brethren, 

(a.] John xiv. 1—3 


(6) 


(8) Brethren, my heart's defire and prayer Io God for 
"Iſrael is, that they may be ſaved. For ] bear them record, 
that they bave a Zeal of God, but not according to know- 
ledge—for they being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs (in 
the infinite purity of his nature, and the extenſive re- 
quirements of his law) and going about to eftabliſh their | 
0201 righteouſneſs (as the ground of their dependance) 
have not ſubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs of God, 
(or to the way appointed of God for ſinners to be 
made-righteous)—for Chrift is the-end of the lato for 
righteouſneſs to every one that believerh. Now, how 
juſtly may this paſſage of the inſpired Apoſtle, in 
which, with the true Spirit of Chriſtian Charity, he 
Jaments the blindneſs of his countrymen, be applied 
to the bigors of the Church of Rome, ' whoſe fiery 
cal for _ has given occaſion to the ſolemnities 
of * _— | 


DP 1 . 


- The en r en to the atiiidns aſs len 
od; to the diſparagement and even rejection 
of the law of God -The fame Zeal for uncom- 
manded and unmeaning ceremonies, ſelf- impoſed 
auſterities and exactneſs in external forms, (while 
they neglected the weightier matters, Juſtice, Mercy, and 
the Love of God) characterizes the one as the other. And 1 
what is more immediately to the purpoſe of the ap- 
pointment of this day—the zealots for both have 
conſtantly uſed the ſame inhuman and ſanguinary 0 

methods i 


% Rom. x, 1=-4. 


( # 11 


methods of excommunicating and perſecuting the 
faithful followers of the Lamb, under e of 
doing God ſervice. | 1 


Indeed-it is computed, to the diſgrace of the 
d Chriſtian name, that more human blood has been 
) ſhed for the propagation and ſupport of Popery, 
, than was ſhed for the eſtabliſhing of Paganiſm un- 
e der the ten great perſecutions by the heathen em- 
1 perors. A ſtronger inſtance of this barbarous ſpirit 
W cannot be adduced; than that horrid Plot for the de- 
n ſtruction of the King and Parliament, which Al- 
e mighty God ſo wonderfully detected and defeated; 


d which gracious interpoſition of his over-ruling 
ry providence, together with his preſervation.” of 
es our religion and liberties from the machinations of 


the ſame Popiſh party, by the ſeaſonable arrival of 
King William III. as on this memorable day, we 
eir are here aſſembled gratefully to acknowledge. 


Having thus pointed out the propriety with 
whieh our Church has ſelected this portion of ſcrip- 
ture for the goſpel of the day I ſhall now endea- 
vour to draw from the paſſage ſome further inſtruc- 
tion for our own improvement. And, 


iſt, It ſeems proper to obſerve, that a Zeal for 
God, when rightly regulated, is a commendable and 
neceſſary part of the Chriſtian character. 


2dly, 


RJ 


2dly, 1 ſhall ſhew, when our Zeal is of the right 
kind, or what are the qualifications eſſential to its 
exerciſe in a manner acceptable to God.—And, . 


3dly, Conclude with an application ſoited to the 
occaſion. _ | 


1. It is obvious that the rebuke in our text is not 
deſigned to cenſure a ſpirit of true godly Zeal, but 
to expoſe that contentious, narrow and bigotted 
temper, which often aſſumes the name of it, tho' really 
devoid of every ingredient eſſential to its compoſition, 
but is earthly, (c) ſenſual, and devilifh., But while we 
carefully ſhun the errors of thoſe, who know not 
what manner of ſpirit they are of, let us beware of 
running into the oppoſite extreme of indifference for 
revealed religion in its principles and inſtitutions, and 
of which perhaps we are in greater danger, from 
the ſceptical temper of the preſent age. 


A Zeal for God, (however it may be rare and un- 
faſhionable in our days) when rightly governed, is 
not only a commendable virtue, but inſeparable 
from true religion. Hence, When an Apoſtle de- 
ſcribes the end and deſign for which the Son of 
God devoted himſelf to be a ſacrifice and an offer- 
ing, he tells us it was (4) to redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and to purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, Zealous 

\ of 


(c) James iii. 15. (Cd) Tit. ii. 14. 


C3 FE 
t of good works,” This branch of the character df 
8 Chriſt's people, neceſſarily implies in it, a'2tal for 


right principles, from whence all truly good works 
only can proceed and from which they ean no 


more be Wr hay you froit aa a good 
tlee. x f ; | : OB | | 

It Indeed to expect the conſiſtent exerci 00 chriſ- 

It 


tian virtues, when the heart is not firft- renewed, 
d and purified by the kindly operation of chriſtian 
ly WW doctrine, received and implanted in it through! the 


n, WW influence, of divine grace—we are aſſured would be 
5 as prepoſterous as (e) to Jook: for grapes from thorns, 
08 


or fizs from thiſtles, —Mano: is a fallen-creature, natu- 
of Wl cally (/) alienated from ibe life of God, and all holy 
diſpoſitions z-(g) without any ſtrength in himſelf- to will 
or to do that ⁊obich is good, and only prone to evil: 
What then can be expected from him, thus polluted 
and depraved, but corrupt inclinations, ſinful 
affections, and ſelfiſh purſuits, till, by regenerating 
and ſovereign grace, (b) he: is created anew 1 
Jeſus unto £000 . 18 550 


We muſt then . in * firſt io to make 
the tree good, by | inſtilling. ſound principles of 
truth into the mind, in order that, by the bleſſing 
of God, in due time, ſuch an entire change of heart 

; _ may 


(e Matt: vü. 16. () Epheſ. iv. 18. (g) Rom. v. 6. 2 Cor. 
ili. 5. Phil. ü. 13. ( Epheſ. ii. 10. 


( 20 ) 
may de effected, as wall, ier the production of 
t in a holy t upright converſation. 


68 Theſe 8 8 1 the importance 
and nereſity of maintaining with firmneſs the pecu- 
liar and appropriate doctrines of Chriſtianity, and 
enforce the Apoſtolic exhortation, (i) to contend 
earneſtly far the faith once delivered to the ſaints ; ſince 
they prove, that ſo far from being mere ſpeculativ: 
points, (as ſome would inſinuate) they are, in 
reality, the foundation of our hopes the fource of 
out comfort, - and the ſupport of our virtue; in 
word, we muſt maintain, that God (E) purifies the 
heart by faith—that' whatever be our reputation 
among men, (I) without" faith it is impoſſible 40 plea 
Ein we are ſtill in our fins, (m) under the wrath of 
our. Maker, and TER to ONE curſe: of his righte 
ous law. FOI $ 

An <. TY 4&7 at 5 
1 then the oavils Fe? Quriders of thoſe 
Enemies of our faith, who wiſh to rob us of its 
precious doctrines, and who, by fair words and plau- 
ßble pretences to liberality and moderation, de- 
ceive the hearts of the ſimple; let us (1) bold faſt 
the: form of ſound words, contained in the Creeds, 
Articles and Homilies of our Church, in faith and 


love that is in Chriſt Jeſus. And ſurely if Zeal al 
VET Q earneſt 


(i) Jude 3. () Ad, xv. 9. , (I]. Heb. zi. 6. (. Joha ii, 36 
 (») a Tim. i. 10. 
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(19S) 


earneſineſs be allowable ir important concerns, wien 
of a mere temporal nature, much more is it juſtifia- 
ble in the maintenance of thoſe momentous truths, in 
which the honour of God, the intereſts of our Re- 
deemer, and the preſent and everlaſting Een oy 
our nm Souls are r apes | 


If the paſſions were implanted i in us by « our wiſe 
Creator, for good purpoſes, they can never be bet 
ter engaged than in the cauſe of God, and on the 
ide of (1) truth, meckneſs, and righteouſms. Nay, 
may 1 not add, if we are extremely eager and keen- 
ly ſenſible, in matters which relate to our preſent. 
intereſts in this world, while in the things reſpect- 
ing the kingdom of God, we are willingly ignorant, 
or wretchedly lukewarm—Does not ſuch a temper . 
betray the abſence of that love of God and man, 
which is the leading characteriſtick of true Chriſ- 
tianity, and diſcover the certain predominance of a 
worldly ſpiric ? If the votaries of a corrupt faith 
have often manifeſted ſuch extreme ardour for its 
propagation as even to (u) compaſs ſea and land to 
make one proſelyte; ſurely,” much more is it incum- 
bent on thoſe who profeſs the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
(v) te ſpend and be ſpent; in the ſervice of Him 
ho bought them with his blood, and (ꝓ) to ftrive to- 


gelbe / with one Beart and mind for the e of the $9/pet. 
CI B 2 8 In * 


Im 


0 Pfal. au. 4 (n) Matt. zxiii. 18. (0) 1 xii. 15. | (Pp) Phil. i. 27. 


(/ 12. ) 


In ſuch a cauſe, it behoves us all to:co-operate ſtre- 
nuouſly, with our lips and lives, by præcept and 
example, in our; ſrveral ſtations, and according to 
our reſpective talents and opportunities; and by 
ſuch à conduct, we ſhall: become real ornaments 
and bleſſings to ſottety—ſhallk. beſt evidence the 
ſincerity of our Chriſtian profeſſion - and obtain a ſo- 
lid ground (not indeed or ſelf. righteous de pendance) 
but for adoration and thankfulneſs in a dying hour; 
when the ſubjects which now agitate the breaſts of 
the children of this world, will dwindle into infigni- 

ficance, and the approving ſentence of our Maſ- 

ter, Well done, 17 and Kalle, Arent will be. all in 
all. 


Bot Ane FAY contend againſt a „ en of in- 
difference, in the'cauſe'of Chriſtianity, we have alſo 
need to take heed that our "Zeal be according to Know: 
edge, leſt it be faid of us, as of the two Diſciples in 
our text, 7+ know not what manner of Spirit ye are of. 
This leads me to the diſcuſſion of ty ec Head, 
which was to 8 


ba * „ \ af © * pu, ® 
33 Harv B Was 


Secondiy, ben el is of the right hath 
or, What are the Qualifications. requiſite to itz 


exerciſe, in a mannen acceptable to G. 


18 bool 211 { 131i Keg 


"Theſe qualificatiqns, we apprel hend, are e com. 
priſed in three things—a right objeA—a right mo- 
| tive— "06 right means. 


"2 r es 


1 4 
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13 ) 
The OBJECT. of our Zeal muſt be that which is 


confeſſedly;gopd,. important, and uſeful. In à word, 


the dolirines which God hath expreſsly revealed, as. 
matter of ſaith the duties which he has "preſcribed: 
for our obedience,—and the worſbip Which he has 
inſtituted and enjoined us to obſerve. And as in 
theſe matters, ſome. are of greater, and others of 
leſſer importance, ſo the degree of our Zeal for 
each is required to be in exact proportion. No 
point of doctrine or practice muſt on any pretence 
be neglected which carries the ſtamp of divine 
authority; but there are ſome weightier matters 
which call for our principal regard; I mean, 
ſuch as relate to the perfections and moral govern- 

ment of God The redemption of his Church, by 

the vicarious obedience and death of his Son, —and 
the ſanctification of it by the efficacious grace of 

his Holy Spirit, together with the nature and neceſſity 

of faith, and: holineſs, and a future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſnments— All which, I apprehend, are. 
points efſential to the Sies, 0 the rn 
character. £4 kid 0 Hood 11946 


In order t to I well Ra 150 Ks and im- 
portance of theſe fundamental points of our religion, 
it is neceſſary for us to ſeek (a) wiſdom. from: above, 
by a diligent, humble, and impartial peruſal of the 
word of God, and a devout attendance upon his ordi- 


(6) be. 9 (3) 22 iv MAB 


( it ) 
nances, in dependance upon the promiſed aſſiſtance 
ol his holy Spirit otherwiſe, if we miſtake here, 
we may put evil for good, and darkneſs for light; 
and (5) if ide light tobicbh is in us Ir dar n, (if the 
judgment, the ſeüding faculty, be perverted) Bot - 
griat*is that darkieſy; how deplorable the miſ- 
chiefs it) may occaſſon to others, but eſpecially to 
ourſelves. (c) Ir is good to be zealouſly affeted always, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, in u good” thing. Only let the 
oben be good, let the matter for which we contend 
be of undeniable authority, Tet it be ſome important 
truth, or duty, or privilege, left our Zeal ſpend 
itſelf for little things, unheceſſaty diſtinctions in 
points of no moment, uſelefs or perhĩcious novelties, 
or mere humam inventions, and it be demanded, 


n vequitel theſe things at your la? 


| "This MOTIVE oahichs! AQtulNes 7 dur Zeal muſt 
be upright and good: Chriſtianity; it has been 

weil obſerved, is | a religion of Motives; and 
it is the Moro of our conduct in every inſtance 


which denominates it good or bad in the Hghr'of 


God; and for want of uprightneſs in this point, it 
is that many actions thit have been (e) highly 
approvett” amn men, bavr ene ſame 1 deen 
dae Vefor! __ 


72 10 1115 150 1 | cl Bar 42 by | | 
tt 1 Py 9 * ; d © @ 775 * " ; ; 2 ; 1 * 1 140 
«4131 © 28 2 SES Tie nne PEP ©] © 25> 9% ©: * £4 
Tz {i # i & $3 &S Now 
23484 


(b) bog (c) Gal. iv. 18. (d) Ifa. i. 12. ſe) Luke xvi. 15. 


C3 


( as } 


Now the Motive and animating principle of Chrif- 
tian Zeal is the Love of Chriſt. Having been deeply 
humbled under a ſenſe of our apoſtacy from God, 
and the evils of our hearts and lives, and brought, 
thro' the, riches, of divine; grace, to (4) obtain re- 
demption in the blood of Chriſt, even the forgiveneſs 
of, hin- we feel ourſelves impreſſed with, a lively 
ſenſe, of, gratitude to our Redeemer, and with a 
fervent. deſire that others;alſo.may.(r).4afte. and ſee 
Boro gracious tbe Lord is; We affectionately en- 
guire, hat foal we render ta the Lord for all. his 
benefits ;-—we. become very jealous, for his viglated - 
authority and injured grace, and with; the. man after 
God's, own heart cry out, (5) Do J nat bate them 
that hate thee, and am not. I grieued with them that 
riſe up againſt thee? Such was the Zeal that 
glowed with vnremitting apd unequalled ardour 
in the breaſt of the Great. Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles. Oace he thought he ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of. Jeſyus of Nazareth, but 
when (2) it bad pleaſed God 40 call Bim by bis. grace 
and to reveal his Son in him, his heart. was fired with | 
ſuch . warmth of gratitude, that he thought no- 
thing too much to do, too hard to ſuffer, or too 
dear to part with for bis ſake. His ſole. deſire was, 
that Chriſt might. be magnified in him, whether by. life 
ar UN deatb. And when ſome, cenſured his Zeal 


as 


( Cal. i, 14. (r) Pſalm a. 8. (+) Pal, cxpxix. 21. (i Gal. i. 1s. 


( as ) 


23" exceſſive,” his apology: was I we be ' beſide 
ounſebves,”-it is to God—(n) for-the Love of Chriſt 
.conflrainerb us, becauſe we'thus judge, that if one died for 
all; iben were all dead And that'be died for all, that 
-they «who live (by the merit of his death). ſhould not bence- 
ferth\ live unto themſelves, but unto bim bas died for 
them and roſe again And it is this heaven- born 
principle, (v) ibe love of God bed abroad in our 
'bearts by tbe Hoh Gbaſ given unso us, that muſt ſtimu- 
late our exertions in the cauſe of rigtiteouſnicſs; in 
order to their acceptance in h ſight, () by whom 
aHions are weng bed. For we are aſſured, that tho 
we beſtow all our goods to feed the poor, and ibo we 
give our- bodies to bt burned, and buve not Charity, 
_ Ny" ** l Rur Rus 


0 D : 


True iti is not then coin ſelf-ſeeking 
ſpirr that courts" the notice of mea, and lives bely 
on popular applauſe, procfaiming aloud with Jehu, 
(=) Come, fee my zeal for the Lord: (a) It vaunteth 


not atſelf, is not puffed up, doth not bebave itſelf unſeem- 


hy, Jeeketh- not ber own. Neither is it that narrow 
party ſpiric which is attended with — 1 2 ſtrife, 
and contention. In a word, tho' it is in- 
ſeparably connected with a fupreme love of Jeſus, 
and a cordial attachment to the great and peculiar 
ee ane of his Goſpel, yet it is alfo invariably 

accom- 


C. v. 13, 15. (x) Rom. v. 5. — See Coll. for Quinquagefima. Sunday 
y in he Frajer Book. (3) 1 Sam. ii. 3. (=) 1 Cor. xiii. 3. (0) 2 Kings x. 16. 
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accompanied with unfeigned love to all men. — 
And, therefore, inſtead of venting itſelf in ſcurri- 
lous, malignant, or peeviſh reflections againſt the 
perſons of thoſe who depart from the truth, or dif- 
fer from ourſelves in ſome circumſtantials of re- 
ligion, it hath reſpe& purely to the merits of their 
cauſe, and labours to convince them of their 
errors, not by railing, or faſtidious diſdain, but by 
mild perſuaſion, faithful admonition, and ſcriptural 
argument, knowing that the wrath of man worketh 
wt the righteouſneſs of God, and that (c) the ſer- 
vant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all 
men; in meekneſs inſtruting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 
thus leaving the event to God, If he, peradventure, 


will give them repentance io the acknowledgment of the 
truth, | 


Once more. The MEANS which are employed 
to accompliſh our end, conſtitute another very eſ- 
ſential ingredient in a true godly Zeal. Theſe muſt 
of neceſſity be ſuch as are agreeable to the will of 
God, The propoſing to ourſelves any end, how- 
ever Important or uſeful, cannot juſtify or excuſe 
us in the uſe of wicked or unwarrantable means, the 
adoption of which, in whatever cauſe, or for what- 
ever purpoſe, renders all we do not only reprehen- 
ible, but ſinful, and obnoxious to the juſt diſplea- 
lure of the Almighty. To do evil, that good may 

C come, 
(c) 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 
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come, is a maxim fo plainly repugnant to the mo- 
ral ſenſe of mankind, that an Apoſtle ſcruples not 
to affirm of the avowed advocates for it, (d) Their 
damnation is juſt. A Chriſtian Zeal then, as it ne- 
ceffarily ſuppoſes a mind well informed and rightly 
principled in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and a heart ha- 
bitually influenced by a fincere concern for the ho- 
nour of God, and the everlaſting happineſs of our 
fellow-creatures; fo it will evidence its purity by 
the diligent, humble, and perſevering uſe of ſuch 
means, in order to the attainment of its object, as 
are authorized and appointed by God, and approved 
by all good and upright men. And however in- 
adequate to the end propofed, ſuch endeavours may 
ſeem, to the eye of ſenſe, we are affured, when uſed 
in faith Tbeſe are weapons not carnel or ineffectual, but 
mighty through God, (in every age) 10 the pulling doun 
of the firong bolds of fin and Satan, to the caſting down of 
vain reaſonings (ronouor,) and every bizh thing that ex- 
alteth itſclf againſt the knowledge of God, and to the cap- 
tivating every thought (principle, intention, and al- 
fection) 10 the obedience of Chriſt. (e) Inconteſti 
ble proofs of the bleſſed effects fill accompany- 
ing the exerciſe of ſuch a well governed Zeal, in the 
ſouls of multitudes, we truſt, are till to be found in 
our day, to the praiſe of divine grace. But it does 
not fall wickin the compaſs of this diſcourſe, to en- 
large on this pleaſing topick. I proceed, there- 
fore, to notice, how 1 theſe obſervations upon 


| the 
{4) Rom. iii. 8. (e) 2 Cor. x. 45. 


( 8) 


the nature of Zeal, with reſpect to its object, principle, 
and means, are illuſtrated and enforced by the ex- 
ample of our great Maſter himſelf, and by that of 
his primitive Diſciples, after the full effuſion of the 
Spirit upon them at the day of Pentecoſt, power- 
fully teaching and leading them into all truth, 

and giving them boldneſs with fervent Zeal, 1 88 
to preach the 89/pel unto all nations.* 


The Zeal of our divine Redeemer for the autho- 
rity and honour of his Father, was ſo eminently con- 
ſpicuous, that it was truly predicted of him, (/) 
That the zeal of bis houſe bad eaten him up. From 
the commencement of his earthly career, this prin- 
ciple of fervent charity inflamed him with an ardour 
which nothing could repreſs, (g) to be employed about 
bis beavenly Father's bn/ineſs; and when he entered 
more immediately upon the diſcharge of his medi- 
atorial office, going about doiug good, preaching the go. 
pel of the kingdom, and healing every where ; (5) this 
union of the Holy One quickened him to perſevere 
with - alacrity and chearfulneſs in his work and la- 
bour of love, ſo that he fainted not, nor was diſ- 
couraged, by all the unjuſt and injurious returns he 
met with. (#) His meat and drink was jo do the will of 
lim that ſent bim; therefore no perſecutions from 
en," no temptations from Satan, no allurements, or 

| C 2 _ terrors, 


by See Collect for Whitſunday in the Communion Service. (H) Jobn M. 15. 
(g) Luke il. 49. (b) 1 John ij. 20. (i) Ichu iv. 34 
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terrors, careſſes or contumelies, could diſſuade or 
diſcourage him, till he had poured out his foul an 
offering for fin, and by ſo enduring the utmoſt de- 
mands of divine juſtice, compleatly finiſhed the 
work of reconciliation which (&) bis Father bad given 
him to do. But in the proſecution of his arduous 
undertaking, do we ever ſee any tokens of a fierce 
or furious, of an angry or malevolent ſpirit, towards 
his malicious oppoſers? Does he bitterly cenſure 
them, or excite any perſon to uſe force or violence 
againſt them? (a) Faithful to bim that appointed bin, 
he was ever alive to the advancement of his glory, 
while in bis own cauſe, be was as a deaf man vo ho bears noi, 
and as one in whoſe mouth are no reproofs. (1) When be 
is reviled be reviles not again, when he ſuffered he threatens 
not; but even upon bis Croſs he prays for his mur- 
derers, (m) Father, forgive them, for they know nit 
what they do. Though he was bold and reſolute in 
reproving 1niquity in all perſons, and upon all oc- 
caſions—though he was awfully ſevere in his denun- 
ciations as the () Meſſenger of the Covenant, agaiolt 
thoſe degenerate ſons of Levi, who, under (0) a pre 
tence of religion, were teaching and encouraging 
impiety and immorality, and at the bottom, aim- 
ing at the advancement of their own intereſt, 
dominion and authority,—in a word, though 
he did not (p)  bide the righteouſneſs of Gil 
within his beart, but declared bis truth and ti 
jo 


0 John zix. 30. (1) 1 Pet. ii. 23. (m) Luke xxiii. 34. Ca) Mal il. i 
(0) Matt. xxiii. 13, (p. Pfal. xl. 10. (a) Heb. iii. 2. 
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ſalvation wherever he came, without fear of the 
diſpleaſure or deſire of the favour of men—yer 
withal, the whole of his carriage and deportment 
was marked by a ſpirit of meekneſs and gentleneſs, 
of tenderneſs and compaſſion to thoſe () who were 
ignorant and out of the way, and whoſe opinions and 
worſhip he, upon ſome occaſions, reproved, as fun- 
damenrally erroneous. A ſtriking example of which 
is fer forth in his carriage to the Samaritans, in 
our text; of the corruption of whoſe faith, in 
another place, he teſtified, (r) Ze know not what ye 
worſhip. Yet we are told, when theſe aliens from 
the church and commonwealth of Iſrael, refuſed 
him the hoſpitality due to a ſtranger, he expreſſed 
no contempt or hatred of them—he authorized 
no expreſſions of vengeance or fiery indignation 
againſt them ;—bur, on the contrary, reproved 
the unwarrantable Zeal of his diſciples, ſo hoſtile 
to the mild and beneficent deſign of his coming, 
and meekly departed to another village, to ſeek 
that neceſſary refreſhment which their rude bi- 
gotry had denied him. And, in the ſame ſpirit 
of fervent charity, the chief of his Apoſtles de- 
clares, (s) that his heart's defire and prayer for bis 
ignorant and perſecuting countrymen was, that they might 
be ſaved, by being brought cordially to receive 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, and ſubmit to the righte- 
ouſneſs that is of God, by faith in him. And in the 

| face 
10 Heb. v. 2. Cr) John iv. 22, (5) Rom. x. 1=4+ 
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face of all the malice and obloquy, contradictions 
and oppoſitions of an evil world, he and his fel- 
low-diſciples ceaſed not to proſecute the great ends 
of their heavenly calling, (#) by pureneſs, by know- 
ledge, by long-ſuffering, by kindneſs, by the Holy Gboſt, 
by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of 
God, by the armour of righteouſne/s on the right hand 
and on the left. I proceed now, 


Thirdly, To make ſome application of the 
ſubject, ſuitable to the preſent occaſion, 


What reflections then, Brethren, does it behove 
us to make from the inſtruftive ſubject before us? 
—Does it not become us to enquire, 


1ſt. What manner of ſpirit we are ? Are we walking 
in the ſpirit and temper of Chriſt and his Apoſtles— 
in a ſpirit of compaſſion to them that are ignorant 
and out of the way—in a ſincere concern for the 
ſalvation of all with whom we are connected, - and 
of courſe in a diligent, affectionate, and perſe- 
vering uſe of all the various means God has put 
in our power to recover them to, or preſerve them 
in the way of righteouſneſs? How neceſſary, be- 
loved brethren, is the habitual exerciſe of this holy 
temper, to evidence that we ourſelves belong to 

Chriſt, and are his genuine diſciples, ſince he has 


declared, 
(t) 2 Cor, vi. 6, 7. | 
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( 23 ) 
declared, (u) by this ſhall all men know that ye are 
my diſciples, if ye have love one towards another ; and 
the great Apoſtle affirms, in moſt peremptory 
terms, (x) If any man bave not the ſpirit of Chriſt, be 
is none of his. But who makes this enquiry with 
becoming ſolicitude? Alas! How few are aware 
of the treachery and deceitfulneſs of the heart, in 
things pertaining to God, or ever ſeriouſly and 
impartially examine themſelves, whoſe ſuperſcrip- 
tion they bear, whoſe ſpirit they are of, that of 
God or the world—Chriſt or Satan. Many ſeem to 
think it ſufficient to conform to the external modes 
of religion eſtabliſhed in their country, and pro- 
ſeſſed by their forefathers. Hence, though the 
Articles of their Creeds be right, they embrace 
them, not as the religion of Chriſt, but as the re- 
ligion of their country ; and the Zeal they feel for 
its eſtabliſhment, is not the effect of a well-ground- 
ed conviction of its intrinſic excellency, and an 
experience of its precious bleſſings in their own 
ſouls, but merely from the prejudice of education 
and the authority of cuſtom. It is eaſy ta ſee 
that this ſort of faith, as it is (y) not of the operation of 
Cod, ſo it will leave the ſoul without any ſolid 
ſupport-in the day of trial, and in the hour of 
diſſolution ;—as it does not purify the affections or 
produce any holy, abiding change in the life and 
ny | conduct, 


6.) John xiii. 35. Ce] Rom. viii. 9. (y) Col. ii. 13. 
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conduct, it is pronounced by an Apoſtle, (z) dead 
and unprefitable to ſalvation. Nay, had ſuch perſons 
been born and educated in a Catholic country, the 
ſame principle would have operated to make them 
equally zealous for the tenets of Popery. Others, 


in theſe days, are avowedly indifferent to all re- 


ligious principles, and lay the whole ſtreſs of ſa}- 
vation on the diſcharge of moral duties; an opinion 
which is evidently ſubverſive of Chriſtianity, and 
is in effect to make (a) tbe rock of ſalvation, a rock 
of offence. How much then does it behove us to 
eater with-a holy jealouſy into ourſelves, and 
(b) examine whether we are in the faith, and whether 
Chriſt be formed in us or not: Yea, to beſeech Al- 
mighty God, who alone knoweth the hearts of all 
men, (c) 70 ſearch us and try us, io examine and ſee if 
there be any falſe way in us, and. to lead us in the way 
everlaſting. By doing thus, 


2dly, We ſhall beſt ſhew the ncerity of our 
praiſes and thankſgivings for the deliverances 
which it has pleaſed God in his mercy, once and 
again, as on this memorable day, to accompliſh 
in behalf of the religion and liberties of our 
highly-favoured nation. May we then evidence how 
duly ſenſible we are, as CHRISTIANS, of the in- 


eſtimable worth of the Religion ſo wonderfully pre- 
ſerved 


(=) James, ii. 17. (a) Romans ix. 33. (6) 2 Cor, xiii. 5. (c) Pſal. 
| 8 cxxxix. 23, 24, 


(- 25.) 
ſerved to us, by our cordial attachment to its pe- 
culiar doctrines, as purged and reformed from the 
corruptions of popery, particularly to that grand diſ— 
tinction of proteſtaniſm which the great German 
Reformer, Luther, called * the Article of a ſtand- 
ing or of a falling church, our Juſtification before God 
by faith. alone, in the righteouſneſs, of our Redeemer, with 
out buman merits ; and under the accompanying in- 
fluence of the divine Spirit, may theſe principles 
of grace bring forth in us thoſe happy Helis, which 
they uniformly produce when they are received into 
the ground of an honeſt, humble, and penitent 
heart, ] mean the love of God and; our neighbour, and 
all the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, i in a ſober, 
honeſt, and religious converſation, which (e) are y Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of Cod. And may the 
juſt ſenſe we feel for our civil privileges, as BRITONS 
and as MEN, (ſecured to us by the events of this 
day) manifeſt itſelf upon all occaſions, by an unſhaken 
loyalty to our gracious Sovereign, an inviolable 
attachment to our happy Conſtitution, and an 
uniform obedience to the laws. Thus (4) rendering 
to Ceſar the things that are Cæſar s, and to God the 
D things 


* Articulus ſtantis vel cadentis Eccleſiz.—See this great Chriſtian Docrrine, ſcrip- 
turally and ably explained and vindicated, from miſrepreſentation and abuſe, 
in the 11, 12, and 13th Articles of our Church, and in the Homilies of Juſ- 

tification, faith and good works. 


(c) Phil. i. 3. (4) Matt. xxii. 21. 
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